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Today's science, tomorrow's medicines

BPS response to the MHRA'’s consultation on
licensing of homeopathic medicines

The British Pharmacological Society believes that any claim made for a medicine must be
based on evidence, and that it is the duty of the regulatory authorities, in particular the
MHRA, to ensure that no claims can be made for the efficacy of any form of medicine
unless there is good evidence that the claim is true. Despite many years of investigation,
we have no convincing scientific evidence that homeopathic remedies work any better
than placebo. Pharmacologists have noted frequently that most homeopathic products
are diluted to the extent that they contain no molecule of active ingredient, that is, no
medicine, which is highly misleading to consumers who are unlikely to recognise the
expression “"30C” for example. Furthermore, there are serious concerns, even in cases
where they are used for minor ailments, that officially endorsed use of such remedies
may put patients at risk of delayed diagnosis. The Society is therefore surprised that the
national rules scheme for licensing homeopathic products, which came into force on 1
September (Statutory Instrument 2006 1952), will regard non-scientific data as evidence
of efficacy.



